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MIKE KENEALLY BAND:

The Guitar Therapy Tour and the Dog Album

Mike Keneally Band's Guitar Therapy tour is any guitar enthusiast's wildest dream come true, but enjoyment is by no means limited to guitar fanatics -- anyone with a real love of music will be tremendously affected by these performances. The band members have been friends for years and the camaraderie onstage is unforced and infectious. Almost nowhere else on the road can one find such musical mastery combined with such a sense of adventure and humor. 

The Mike Keneally Band Guitar Therapy tour lineup is:

Mike Keneally - lead guitar, keyboard and lead vocals

Rick Musallam - guitar and background vocals

Bryan Beller - bass

Joe Travers – drums

Long acclaimed as one of the world's most creative and intense guitar players, Mike Keneally's talents as a vocalist, songwriter, arranger, producer and multi-instrumentalist are nearly unequalled in rock music. Keneally has released 12 albums of his original music since 1992, and has built a body of work of remarkable inventiveness and originality. 

Keneally played in Frank Zappa's last touring band, performing as a vocalist, guitarist and keyboardist.  He's appeared on many Zappa albums, and has also recorded or performed with Robert Fripp, Wayne Kramer, Sting, Kevin Gilbert, Steve Vai, The Loud Family, Henry Kaiser, Michael Manring, Screamin' Jay Hawkins, Andy Prieboy, Mullmuzzler, The Persuasions and many others.
Bassist Bryan Beller has been Keneally's right-hand man since 1993.  He's toured and recorded with Wayne Kramer, Steve Vai, Mullmuzzler and many others, and last year released his acclaimed solo debut View.  Bryan's skills are unparalleled-- he and Keneally together form a relentlessly telepathic duo.  Keneally and Beller will also perform a short acoustic duo set at every Guitar Therapy event.

Guitarist Rick Musallam has toured extensively with the Ben Taylor band and played on studio sessions for The Roots and Gwen Stefani.  Rick's soulful, melodic playing is a beautiful foil to Keneally's high-energy abstract stylings.

Joe Travers is one of the most virtuosic, relentless and jaw-dropping drummers on the scene.  He played with Keneally and Beller in the early '90s as part of Dweezil Zappa's band Z, but this is the first time Joe has toured playing Keneally's music.  He brings an energy to Keneally's music which is simultaneously intense yet throughly playful. Joe is also the trusty Vaultmeister of Frank Zappa's massive tape storehouse, coordinating continuing releases of the late genius' material.

Dog

Mike Keneally’s sound has always been a brand unto itself and his new CD, Dog, is no exception, running from sublime pop to hard rock to utterly cosmic acoustic. It's all powerfully tuneful, heartfelt, often hilarious and insinuating music.

Dog ventures into all the bold artistic territory for which Keneally has become revered—the profound melodicism, quirky at first and increasingly gripping, with lyrics, like the music underlying them, revealing new twists, textures and intentions with successive listens.  Especially with infectious material like "Louie," a holistic rant pummeled through a borrowed 17-string guitar; the arresting, awe-inspiring pop vocal adventure "Gravity Grab"; and the epic sonic experiment "This Tastes Like a Hotel," which leaps from surreal to so real and back again. 

The record is a milestone by a uniquely gifted artist, yet as with many of his projects, Dog is not simply a new rock record but a layered dream-suite of music, with a hidden back-story sprung from an imagination that is as poetically inclined as it is musically innovative. The material for this album is “largely concerned with a variety of private occurrences and memories from my childhood and a general rumination on that time of my life,” states Keneally. “Dog is saying goodbye to a lot of things; I wanted to make the musical settings big and bright and noisy, maybe to counteract some of the emotions the lyrics convey.”

Contrasts such as this mark Mike Keneally’s work and add intrigue to everything he sets his hand to. In an ongoing quest for musical challenges, his stunning versatility and talent for lending an expressive, attention-grabbing depth to many differing projects, Keneally has earned reverence from many of the very artists who once influenced his work growing up: He was a prominent feature of the last group ever led by the legendary Frank Zappa, who commented quite significantly that Mike was "the best new guy who's ever been in the band." Guitar legend and Keneally’s sometime-collaborator Steve Vai asserts that Mike is a genius, while Jethro Tull’s Ian Anderson called Mike’s band the finest that had ever opened for Tull in their 30-odd years of touring. 

Even as Dog delves deeply into unconventional forms, Keneally’s melodic approachability and soothing voice lulls the listener, as on an extended bridge in “Bober” which becomes a hook-laden song in itself. Dog’s superpop workouts also include the propulsive, soaring “Splane,” the radio-ready rock of “Pride Is A Sin” and the psychedelic ska of “Raining Sound,” while the compelling, churning “Choosing to Drown” sports one of his most effective guitar solos, to date. 
Enhancing his virtuosity on so many instruments is Keneally’s sheer joy in exploring all types of sounds—he is equally at home singing and playing guitar with some of music’s top acts as with improvising or meticulously arranging solo piano recordings, as on his current Piano Reductions of Vai’s music, specifically commissioned by Vai. Yet whatever the context, Keneally’s music is striking and identifiably warm, his songs captivating and fresh, and his live show jam-packed with moments of head-spinning delight.

Mike Keneally began composing while in junior high school, and by his late teens had attained a rare mastery of guitar, keyboards and other instruments. His first major national exposure came when he was asked to join Frank Zappa for the legendary composer's final tours (he also was featured as bandleader on the Grammy-winning, all-star tribute album Zappa's Universe and its accompanying film, which aired frequently on Bravo). 

Keneally’s solo career began hitting in earnest during the early '90s, a creative outpouring that spawned a series of truly amazing albums: the auspicious debut Hat and the roiling Boil that Dust Speck were followed by Sluggo, a visionary’s tour-de-force.  He followed with a truly solo work entitled Nonkertompf, on which he played all the instruments.  Rolling Stone praised, “…. a whirl of thirty-five instrumental miniatures, played by Keneally in their entirety and advertising not only his spicy fluency on the guitar but a flair for hot melodic sabotage rooted, yet not imprisoned, in Zappology.”  Dancing further showcased the breadth of his vision as spread across Keneally’s seven-piece band Beer For Dolphins. 

Then came Wooden Smoke, a defiantly unpredictable record both in terms of the Keneally music preceding it and its utterly singular level of composition, production and sophistication. Filled with acoustic textures and hook-laden pop tunes drawing comparisons to such standard-bearers as Steely Dan, Wooden Smoke received critical acclaim, earning this rock maestro credit for staking out a new area of music, “cosmic folk.”

Typically, the dense, hard-rocking Dog comes into the world in the Keneally way—its release coincides with that of his lush orchestral debut The Universe Will Provide (on Favored Nations), a 52-minute work commissioned for the Holland Festival, performed by Keneally with Holland's prestigious Metropole Orchestra. 

It is a rare opportunity to discover a versatile, gifted artist as Mike Keneally—don’t miss out.

###

[Mike Keneally Band promotional material, including high-resolution photos, bios, posters and stage plots, is available online at http://www.keneally.com/promo. Keneally's music can be heard for free, twenty-four hours a day, at http://www.radiokeneally.com.  His main website is http://www.keneally.com.]
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